
What happens to the money I give?  CWA COPE funds are used for 
direct contributions to the election campaigns of candidates who 
are committed to support us, and for lobbying and other activities 
that help us win on issues that affect us and the services we pro-
vide.  CWA-COPE funds are divided among the national, district, 
and local levels for the purposes of deciding how to use them.  We 
receive increasing control over COPE funds we collect as the COPE 
membership in TSEU increases.
But isn’t this what dues are for?  Under federal law, no union dues 
funds can be used for political campaigns.  TSEU dues funds are 
used to support basic organizing, to educate & inform our mem-
bers, and to do grassroots mobilization.
Does my contribution really make a difference? During the last 
Texas Legislative session, dozens of legislators fought hard against 
constant attempts to slash our budgets, privatize our jobs, or cut our 
health care;  and they won some of the fights. Many of them got 
elected with the help of COPE funds. But we don’t have enough 
friends in the Legislature, and many legislators who support us will 
be targeted for defeat in the next elections. Our COPE contribu-
tions help elect people who will stand up for us.

Why join CWA-COPE? 
State employees and services are under constant attack - 
COPE is one way to build the political power to fight back!

Yes, I want to help build our political power by joining CWA COPE. 
I authorize TSEU to draft my account each month for the amount 
that I have indicated and to forward these funds to CWA COPE.

name  _______________________________________________	 social security # __________________________

mailing address ________________________________________________________________________________

home phone  (_____)_____________________________	 work phone  (_____)_____________________________

email ___________________________________________	 agency/organization ____________________________

in order to process your application, you must include a voided check

bank name  _____________________________________	 bank address ___________________________________

routing # _______________________________________	 account #  _____________________________________

draft from (check one)   [   ] checking    [   ] savings	 draft begins month of _____________________, 20____

street / po box							       city				    zip

This authorization is voluntarily made based on my specific understanding that:  The signing of this authorization card and the making of contributions 
to CWA COPE PC are not conditions of membership in the union nor of employment with the company that I may refuse to do so without fear of reprisal.

________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 signature												            date

	 cope club	 platinum quorum	 triple quorum
monthly deduction amount:	 [   ] $5.00 [   ] $10.00	 [   ] $20.00	 [   ] $30.00
for joining, you will receive an incentive 
prize - for platinum quorum and triple 
quorum, circle the one prize you want. 

tumbler (red) mag-lite solitaire   or  stadium blanket (black) multi-tool    or    12-pack cooler (red)

     Budget cuts, privatization, and our own salaries and health care 
are all controlled by the Texas Legislature and other elected of-
ficials.  Politics affects our lives every day.
    Money counts in politics. Candidates must win elections before 
they can help make laws.  Grass-roots volunteer work is very impor-
tant in winning elections, but so are television time and other forms 
of campaigning that cost a lot of money.
    Wealthy corporations and individuals give lots of money to get 
their friends elected.  We need more of our friends in elected of-
fices.  We state employees can not afford large individual contribu-
tions.  We do not control vast corporate treasuries that can give 
thousands of dollars at a time. But we can make our voice heard 
by pooling many small contributions so they have a large impact. 
CWA-COPE combines our many small contributions so we can gain 
a stronger voice in the political process.
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